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Reply to Final Office Action of: October 16, 2006 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1,14, and 27 have been amended to more accurately define the invention 
claimed. The examiner has acknowledged that claim 2 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitation of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Kao (US Patent No. 5,927,884) discloses a "disposable perfume stick" with an outer 
flexible plastic tube with a first open end and a second open end. A cotton tip covers the first 
open end. A core tube made from fragile material with an open top end and a close bottom end 
is inserted with its close bottom end through the second open end of the outer flexible plastic 
tube. A liquid perfume is disposed within the core tube and the open top end of the core tube is 
then sealed with a silicone rubber stopper. Column 1, Lines 55 through 60. When in use, the 
outer tube is bent by hand to break the close bottom end of the core tube, then the top end of the 
core tube is also broken to permit atmospheric pressure to pass into the core tube and to force 
contained liquid perfume out of the broken bottom end of the core tube to the cotton tip for 
application. Column 2, Lines 9 through 16. 

Seemann (US Patent No. 4,353,463) discloses a cartridge comprising a cylindrical plastic 
container with one end closed with a metal tie. A first plastic sleeve having a pressure rupturable 
membrane is positioned in the container with a second plastic sleeve having a pressure rupturable 
membrane is positioned inside the first plastic sleeve. The pressure rupturable membrane is 
ruptured by applying axial pressure to the membrane. There is no elongated member inside the 
container. 

O'Meara (US Patent No. 5,042,690) discloses a cap and tube assembly comprising a tube 
with a nozzle mounted on one end having a thin wall section puncturable to provide a discharge 
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on the other end of the nozzle. The cap engages and covers the nozzle on the tube and has an 
axially centered puncture spike positioned to move axially to puncture the thin wall section in the 
nozzle. The cap further comprises an applicator for dispensing the contents of the tube. The cap 
is a separate component that is placed over the outside of the nozzle. The opening means is not 
enclosed inside the tube. Furthermore, there is no elongated member inside the container. 

Applicant's invention is a sealed container with an enclosed opening means. The 
enclosed opening means is operated by only bending the sealed container. There is no other 
opening means necessary as in Kao. In the preferred embodiment/the sealed container with an 
enclosed opening means comprises an elongated tubular housing with a sealed end and an open 
end. A liquid is enclosed within the elongated tubular housing near the sealed end. An enclosed 
opening means is disposed inside the elongated tubular housing sealing the liquid within the 
elongated tubular housing. In the preferred embodiment, the enclosed opening means comprises 
of a cylinder with an outside diameter approximately that of the inside diameter of the elongated 
tubular housing defining a liquid flow path from the liquid to the open end of said elongated 
tubular housing and an elongated protrusion that is separable from the cylinder extending from 
an end of the cylinder near the liquid and sealing the liquid flow path. When the elongated 
tubular housing is bent near the opening means the liquid is released from the elongated tubular 
housing. When the elongated tubular housing has a small cross-section such that the liquid 
within it cannot be released simply by opening the opening means due to the liquid's surface 
tension, a guiding member is utilized to increase the capillary action and to overcome the surface 
tension of the liquid to release the liquid from the elongated tubular housing. 
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Applicant hereby submits that the claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) have all been 



overcome. Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this 



case. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Joe 




Registration Number: 46,961 
18760 E. Amar Road, #204 
Walnut, CA 91789 
Tel: (626)964-4227 
Fax: (626) 854-5717 
E-Mail: nieh(a>,iustice.com 
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Certificate of Mailing: I certify that on the date below this document and referenced 
attachments, if any, will be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service by 1 st Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: "Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450." 
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